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BIO-DATA
Dr. John Boulard Forkuor is an Associate Professor of Social Work with an interdisciplinary background in Sociology and Social Work. His research interrogates the intersections of urban vulnerability, social protection, and livelihood resilience within the Global South.
Drawing on critical urban theory and empowerment frameworks, Dr. Forkuor examines the precarious lived experiences of marginalized urban populations, including domestic workers, street-connected children, migrant laborers, and informal sector apprentices. A significant part of his scholarship is dedicated to the socio-spatial inclusion of persons with intellectual disabilities, advocating for rights-based approaches to urban integration.
In the realm of professional social work, Dr. Forkuor focuses on the institutionalization and indigenization of practice. His work explores how social work can be effectively streamlined into specialized settings such as healthcare, education, and the criminal justice system, while remaining culturally grounded. His scholarly output includes peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, policy briefs, and practice manuals designed to bridge the gap between theory and frontline intervention.
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2012-2015         Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST)
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2010-2011         University of Durham, United Kingdom
	 MA in Social Work Studies 
2004-2008         Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Ghana
	   BA (Hons) Sociology and Social Work
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1. Curriculum Development Training: 9th September 2024-13th September 2024. Science for Africa Foundation (On-line)
2. Master Certificate in Instructional Design and Performance: October 2021-August, 2022. Arizona State University (On-line)

3. Master Class for Teaching Online: August-September 2021. Arizona State University, Continuing and Professional Education. (On-line)

4. Teaching and Training Online: June-August, 2020.Quality Assurance and Planning Unit, KNUST

5. Grant Proposal Writing, Proposal Reviewing and Grants Management: 23rd – 25th July 2018. Office of Grants and Research and Building Stronger Universities Project (BSUIII) Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Ghana 

6. Research Management and Leadership: 15th to 19th September 2014.University of Copenhagen, Denmark

7. Research Methodology (Building Stronger Universities Platform on Human Health): 28th January-8th February 2013. KNUST, Ghana

8. Qualitative Research in Global and International Health:  8th April-19th April 2013. University of Copenhagen, Denmark.
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2021-Present    Junior Fellow, Pan African Scientific Research Council
2024-Present    Associate Professor of Social Work, KNUST
2018-2020         Adjunct Research Fellow (Center for Cultural and African Studies, KNUST)
2022-Present    Research Fellow (Technology Consultancy Center, KNUST)
2016-2020         Lecturer, KNUST
2015-2016	Lecturer, Part-Time (KNUST)

RESEARCH PROJECTS

November 2023-October 2024. CO-PI. Developing hospital social work to contribute to holistic healthcare delivery in Ghanaian Hospitals: A participatory action research. KNUST Office of Grants Sponsored Research.
March 2022-February 2023. TEAM MEMBER AND RESEARCHER. Enhancing institutional policies and frameworks for E-learning: A case study of the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana. Funded by the Monitoring, Evaluation, Research, and Learning Team of Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program e-Learning Initiative.
December 2021. TEAM MEMBER AND RESEARCHER. Evaluation of the World Food Program’s Cash-Based Transfers across 8 regions in Ghana. Research commissioned by the World Food Program’s Ghana Country Office.
March 2021-February 2023. EARLY CAREER RESEARCHER. Old parks, new futures: Documenting the uses of open space in an African city. Funded by the British Academy (In this project, I work as the early career researcher on one of the work packages (Getting BY). In this work package, I explore how poor urban dwellers (including coconut sellers, commercial vehicle drivers) use the park as part of their daily lives. 
September 2021-August 2022. PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR. Creating opportunities for integrated vocational training of Persons Living with Intellectual Disabilities in Kumasi, Ghana. KNUST Office of Grants Sponsored Research.
May 2019- April 2020.   PROJECT MANAGER. Improving access to health and social inclusion for the intellectually disabled in urban Ghana. KNUST Office of Grants Sponsored Research.
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