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_________________________________________________________________________ 

Esmeranda Manful is an Associate Professor with the Department of Sociology and Social Work, 

Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology in Ghana.  She has vast experience in 

managing social research in Ghana and the UK with a focus on social welfare issues.  Her research 

interest focuses on child and family welfare; primarily on child welfare and secondary research on 

family social protection issues.  She brings her research interests to bear in her teaching and 

educational programmes. Her research output is published in leading international peer-reviewed 

journals. 

Before joining academia, she was a Research Officer with the then quasi-state policy agency, Ghana 

National Commission on Children (1994 – 2004), her main responsibility was to provide empirical 

evidence on developmental issues affecting children to inform policy and, in most cases, had to 

work in various towns and communities in Ghana.  In 2008, she joined academia as a Research 

Associate with the Centre for Research in Social Policy, Loughborough University UK; where she 

undertook both theoretical and applied social policy research.  Since she joined KNUST in October 

2012, she has been teaching courses at both the undergraduate and postgraduate levels. She also 

participates in the provision of service to KNUST on several statutory and ad hoc boards and 

committees, and nationally on the Ashanti Regional Peace Council and other technical committees 

on social welfare and protection issues. Further, internationally, as an editorial advisor and reviewer 

of international journals.  

Esmeranda holds a PhD in Social Work from Queen’s University Belfast, and a Master in Public 

Administration from the University of Ghana. 
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3. Implementation of Bio-Rural Energy Scheme for Ghana GCRF Interdisciplinary Research, Co-

Investigator (Ghana), [September 2018 – July 2019] 

4. Children's participation in child protection in Ghana. Principal Investigator, [January 2018 – 

December 2020]. 

5. Families in contact with Social Services in Ghana: Practices and Perceptions. Principal 

Investigator [February 2017 - December 2020] 
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